
 

Beloved, grace and 

peace to you. 

I find myself 

swimming in 

uncharted waters 

with the community 

of Faith right now. 

In July, I began my 

fourth year with the 

community – and by 

my math, 78% of 

our shared work has 

been under the influence of the COVID-19 

pandemic. To say that life has been disrupted is an 

understatement – and the life of the church (ours 

and really everyone’s) will never be quite the same 

as it once was. 

Here at the beginning of September, COVID 

transmission rates are low (as of my typing), 

vaccines are widely available and life is taking on a 

new shape once again. I call it COVID 4.0.  We 

remain vigilant for times when we might have to 

change our masking rules, or times when we might 

need to revert to online worship and/or 

programming. And beginning on Sunday, 

September 11, we will gather in the sanctuary for 

worship. There will be no required seating 

restrictions or masking for attendees (we will 

continue to mask to sing). I ask that you be 

gracious and gentle with one another remembering 

that everyone has to determine their own comfort 

level with the risks of transmittable disease. 

Amidst that, we are looking forward to establishing 

new rhythms with more face-to-face opportunities 

to share life as the community of Faith. You’ll see 

throughout this issue that there are new 

opportunities emerging to grow as disciples 

through classes, conversations, fellowship, worship 

and service. How will you renew your commitment 

to Faith this Fall? 
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FROM THE PASTOR 

Let me share some things that are on my heart 

in this season and ask you to join me in prayer: 

• The “CHURCH” (the body of Christ in the 

world, not Faith specifically) is undergoing 

lots of BIG change.  Phyllis Tickle, whose 

writing focused on spirituality and organized 

religion in her lifetime, used to say that the 

church underwent a huge yard sale every 

500 years, cleaning house of traditions and 

understanding that they no longer fit, 

discerning the essence of what it meant to 

worship, serve and follow God.  And 20 

years ago she was saying that Western 

Christianity was overdue for such a shift – 

it’s happening. And that may feel scary for 

those who really love “what has always 

been,” but God is finding new ways to 

transform hearts – to change our hearts of 

stone to hearts of flesh. My prayer is that 

we can keep seeking the hope in that 

process. 

• God is manifested in the relationships we 

have with others. If you are made in God’s 

image and every other person is made in 

God’s image, what happens between us is a 

reflection of God between us. My prayer is 

that at Faith we are prioritizing 

RELATIONSHIP with one another and the 

community around us.  
Continued on page 2 

mailto:office@faithworkshere.com
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Site of Jesus teaching the Beatitudes 

Continued from page 1 

• We really need all hands on deck if we 

are going to help our kids and families 

grow strong and confident as they seek 

to follow God. And frankly, when we 

work toward that, those of us who might 

be a little older or feel we’ve “been 

there, done that,” actually learn and 

grow and understand how much the 

world has changed. That is also God at 

work on our hearts. My prayer is that 

we will work to make sure our worship, 

learning, serving, fellowship and 

leadership includes ALL ages and stages 

of life. 

• We continue to have volunteer 

structures that served a much larger 

church with many more members. There 

are other ways of structuring our work 

so that we are freed up for service to the 

community, vital worship that reflects 

our community’s growth and 

development, our growth as followers of 

Jesus. My prayer is that we will discern a 

way to structure the necessary work of 

being the church so that everyone can 

serve in ways that bring joy and growth. 

There is so much brewing. And in the midst of 

it all, I see God doing amazing things. I hear 

people on fire with a desire to grow and 

serve. I see a community around us hungry 

for a sense of belonging. I see people longing 

for connection to something bigger than 

themselves. Thanks for hanging in there in a 

tough season. Let’s work together with God 

as God does a new thing at Faith and beyond. 

May it be so. 

FROM PASTOR LAURA CHILDREN, TEENS AND FAMILIES! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Sunday school for 

children pre-k 

through 5th grade 

resumes on Sunday, 

September 11.  Kids 

will gather in the sanctuary for 10:00 a.m. 

worship, stay through the children's message and 

then go to room 203 with trained, screened and 

loving Sunday school teachers.  They will return 

to the sanctuary after the sermon. Children are 

ALWAYS welcome in worship - if your child is 

most comfortable staying in the pews or hanging 

out at the kids table up front, they are welcome 

throughout our worship gathering!  

Additionally, on Sunday, October 2, we’ll gather 

at church after worship to enjoy snacks and some 

kid-friendly activities. Parents can get to know 

one another and we’ll talk about how we might 

continue to build community among our families.  

YOUTH MINISTRY 

Youth grades 6-12 are 

invited to gather for a 

time of fun, learning, 

sharing and connection 

following worship on 

Sunday, September 11. 

This group will meet the 

second and fourth 

Sundays from 11:15 a.m.—12:30 p.m. in room 

205. On the third Sunday, we encourage youth to 

participate in the Juice, Joe and Justice meetings. 

Additionally, youth will meet monthly to engage 

in a fieldtrip or a service project; the first of which 

will be a cookout at Pastor Laura’s home, TBD. 

For questions or to RSVP, please contact Pastor 

Laura at revlaura@faithworkshere.com. 

 

mailto:revlaura@faithworkshere.com


 

I guess, the name, Messy 

Church, throws people (read, 

adults) off. What do we mean 

by Messy? Is it simply about 

making a mess…glitter and 

paint and all that stuff? The 

fact is, we do make 

a mess at Messy 

Church, though we 

rarely break out the 

glitter. We haven’t 

ruined the floors 

(despite the 

trustees’ greatest 

fears) and as far as I 

know, none of us 

have permanent 

markings on our 

bodies from paint or markers. 

Our messes are never more 

than what a little soap and 

water can handle. Within an 

hour, there’s rarely evidence a 

Mess was even made (except 

maybe a forgotten piece of 

artwork left behind).  

So why is Messy Church 

messy? And why do we keep 

having to convince people the 

Messy is worth the effort? 

Have you ever watched a child 

creating something? Handed 

them a blank piece of paper 

and a pencil and watched the 

creative process flow? It’s 

something special to behold. 

Blank paper soon becomes a 

masterpiece of art or a story 

comes to life. Most children 

don’t hold back while they are 

creating 

something 

new. They 

aren’t afraid to 

make a 

mistake. They 

aren’t worried 

about what 

color clashes 

with another 

color or about 

staying in the 

lines. Their stories can often 

lean into the fantastical rather 

than the real world.  

Continued on page 4 
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“CREATING MESSY SPACES” BY JOHANNAH MYERS 

MESSY CHURCH AT FAITH UMC  

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 

We welcome everyone to participate in Messy Church on 

Saturday, September 10 at 4:30!  When we gather, we will 

explore what it might mean to be the lost lamb in Luke’s gospel 

or to seek those who are lost. We are seeking volunteers to 

help out that day.  

Contact Janice Harmon if interested in joining us as helping hands that day. Thank you!  

mailto:jharmon@faithworkshere.com?subject=Messy%20Church
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CREATING MESSY SPACES 

That space between blank page 

and finished piece is not linear, 

it’s not neat and tidy. They 

create with wild abandon. And 

in this messy space, there is 

beauty and imagination and 

wonder and mystery. It’s 

gloriously messy and beautiful. 

Somewhere within the crafts 

and the games, the paint, the 

scissors, and the occasional 

bursts of glitter, Messy Church 

offers this kind of space – the 

space between blank page and 

masterpiece – where we can all 

explore and create, getting our 

hands into God’s great story.  

Imagination can run free, we 

can wonder aloud together 

about what God might be up to. 

This is the mess of Messy 

Church – that in-between space 

where imagination can come 

alive again. 

At some point in our lives, we 

adults move away from the 

messy, free creativity of 

children. We start worrying 

about clashing colors, about 

staying in the lines, about how 

the glitter is going everywhere, 

about how the story doesn’t 

make sense. We start worrying 

about being right and we start 

being afraid of the messiness 

Maybe that’s why Messy 

Church is as important for 

adults as it is for kids. We adults 

might actually need our kids to 

remind us how to embrace 

wonder and imagination and 

mess. Because the story of God 

is about creativity and wonder 

and if you’ve actual read your 

Bible, you’ll see, the story of 

God is never neat and tidy. God 

is far more likely to be found in 

the messiness of life. 

We need to find our love of the 

mess again. Because us adults? 

We’ve been working too hard 

lately at keeping the world neat 

and tidy – everything black or 

white, A or B, Red or Blue, this 

or that. We can put people into 

neat boxes. (And boxes are too 

often like cages, and when we 

put people into cages it’s easy 

to stop thinking about them as 

people, as those created in the 

image of a loving God.) Without 

the mess, everyone gets stuck 

in a place and there’s little place 

for imaginative solutions, 

creative problem-solving, 

critical thinking. This kind of 

thinking isn’t helpful – and it 

isn’t truthful. Because nothing is 

really that neat and tidy.  

There’s a whole lot more gray, 

more purple, more mess in the 

real world. When there’s no 

room for wonder and mess, 

suddenly there’s no room for a 

creative, messy God who likes 

to play in the dirt, throw 

impromptu picnics, and have 

dinner parties with sinners.  

Messy Church is an invitation to 

come hang out in the messy 

middle – the space between 

blank page and masterpiece. It’s 

a space to meet God in the 

messiness of our lives, to 

rediscover the wonder of Jesus. 

This is an excerpt from A Plain 

Account (Thoughts from a Christian 

educator on following Jesus, Church, 

travel, and maybe a little Duke 

basketball) 

https://plainaccount.wordpress.com  

Continued from page 3 

https://plainaccount.wordpress.com
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A MESSAGE FROM BILL MAAS, SPRC CHAIR 

We want to thank the anonymous donor that graciously funded the purchase of 

two acolyte candle lighters. Faith ushers had reported that one of the original 

candle lighters was broken and the other was beginning to fail. These new lighters 

are nickel, and now match the sacred objects on the altar, including the cross. 

Fall is falling, and at Faith we will be returning to more in-person events 

for fellowship and growth and worship beginning in September.  We need 

your help to make exciting and good things happen here at Faith. There 

were seasons when we depended heavily on staff to offer programming 

and fellowship – but our staff size has changed significantly as we have 

become smaller over decades. As chair of the Staff-Parish Relations 

Committee (SPRC), part of my role is to advocate for the staff.  We can’t 

keep leaning on staff to handle all the things that fall between the cracks. 

We need all hands on deck. 

Membership in a church, the body of Christ, isn’t about privilege; it is about responsibility. As 

members, we vow to serve the church with our prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness. Our vow 

is to participate in ALL of those ways, not to pick and choose. Without the time and talent of every 

member, we will not be able to: 

• raise up a next generation of young people who know God and know God’s love for them, 

• worship with vitality and beauty, 

• learn and grow as followers of Jesus, 

• share God’s love through service to the community. 

Many hands make light work, and your hands are needed this Fall at Faith. If you are already involved 

in many things, THANK YOU SO MUCH!! We are grateful. But if you have been on the sidelines, 

waiting for the right time, let me appeal to you – we need your time and your willing hands.  There 

are so many ways to get involved and make a difference. Will you pick just one way to engage and 

help us grow as a place to belong, become, believe and be love? 

SPRC Chair 

Click on the box and share with us how you would like to serve this Fall. 

 

GRATITUDE 

Continued on page 6 

I am saying YES! 

mailto:vkunsman@faithworkshere.com?subject=I%20would%20like%20to%20serve
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Continued from page 5 

HELP WANTED 
 

For a brief description of the roles listed below, click here.  

COMMUNICATION 

Communication Team Coordinator 

Digital Media Coordinator 

External Communication Coordinator 

Website Reviewer 

 

FAMILY MINSTRY 

Sunday School Monitors 

Sunday School Teachers 

Youth Hospitality Providers 

 

HOSPITALITY 

Fellowship Hour Coordinator 

Funeral Reception Coordinator 

Juice, Joe and Justice Host 

Kitchen Captain 

Online Worship Host Coordinator 

 

MESSY CHURCH 

Digital Media Coordinator 

Graphics Designer 

 

WORSHIP 

A/V Tech Team Members (camera, projection and sound) 

Choir Members 

Communion Stewards 

Money Counter Coordinator 

Worship Team Members 

 

If you have questions, please contact the office at office@faithworshere.com or 301-881-

1881. We don’t believe this is an exhaustive list, but the above list illustrates our current 

needs. Thank you for sharing your time and talents! 

 

 

Featuring: YOU! 

We need your diverse 

skills to transform our 

community. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/172hxSWgB-XoTUluU1Wrk4QF7B-W7dHdZ/view?usp=sharing
mailto:office@faithworshere.com
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FALL SMALL GROUPS AT FAITH UMC 

BEGINNING SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 

“Jesus: His Life” is the story of Jesus Christ is explored from the perspective of those who 

were closest to him.  Join leaders Brian and Susan Jones every Sunday after worship in 

Room 203.  RSVP to Brian at bljones.phd@utexas.edu.   

Schedule:       9/11- Joseph: The Nativity   10/16– No meeting 

                        9/18- John the Baptist: The Mission 10/23– No meeting 

  9/25– Mary: The First Miracles  10/30– Pilate: The Trial 

  10/2– Caiaphas: The Raising of Lazarus 11/6– Mary Magdalene: The Crucifixion 

  10/9– Judas: The Betrayal   11/13– Peter: The Resurrection 

 

BEGININIG SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2 

“Gospel Parallels” will focus on how the various Gospels address particular events in Jesus’ 

life and teachings.  Join leader Hunter Prillaman on Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. in the Parlor. RSVP 

to Hunter at hprill@aol.com. 

MONDAY 

Small group led by Arvina 

Dalaya Gadre meets the first 

and third Mondays at 5:00 

p.m. beginning Oct. 3. 

Contact Teresa Meadows at 

tmcmeadows60@gmail.com. 

Small group led by Brian and 

Susan Jones meets twice a 

month on Mondays at 7:00 

p.m. beginning Sept. 12. 

Contact Brian at 

bljones.phd@utexas.edu. 

WEDNESDAY 

Small group led by Jane Rall 

meets every Wednesday at 

11 a.m.  They will begin a 

new study focusing using the 

book, Genesis to Revelation: 

Philippians, Colossians, 1-2 

Thessalonians, etc. Purchase 

the book here.  Contact Jane 

at janeerall@yahoo.com. 

Small group led by Clyde 

Ragland- the baton has been 

passed to Bill Maas. He will 

begin facilitating the group 

beginning Sept. 14. This 

group meets the second and 

fourth Wednesday at 7:00 

p.m. Contact Bill at 

billmaas@verizon.net. 

THURSDAY 

Small group led by Kathy 

King every Thursday at 7:00 

p.m. The group begins a new 

study, Parables of Jesus by J. 

Ellsworth Kalas. Contact 

Kathy at 

kking20814@gmail.com 

mailto:bljones.phd@utexas.edu
mailto:hprill@aol.com
mailto:tmcmeadows60@gmail.com
mailto:bljones.phd@utexas.edu
https://www.cokesbury.com/Genesis-to-Revelation-Philippians-Colossians-1-2-Thessalonians-Participant?refq=genesis%20to%20revelation
mailto:janeerall@yahoo.com
mailto:billmaas@verizon.net
mailto:kking20814@gmail.com
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SHELTER IN ROCKVILLE CLOSED 

Each month for over a dozen years, Faith UMC provided a 

healthy Sunday dinner to the women at the Dorothy Day Place 

shelter in Rockville.  Sadly this ministry has ended as Catholic 

Charities recently closed the shelter. The Outreach Team 

wants to thank the many members and friends of Faith who 

cooked and delivered food over the year. A special thank you 

to Carol Henley for coordinating this project and ensuring we 

provided meals monthly!  Initial information indicates that 

Interfaith Works will be establishing a women’s shelter and as soon as we have more 

information, we will share the details. We welcome your suggestions and ideas for what we 

might do next to support local shelters and food insecurity.  Thank you.  

WHERE DID THE FLAG OF UKRAINE GO? 

The blue and yellow flag flown at our church sign for 

almost 6 months is fading and will be retired in 

September.  Our concern for the people of Ukraine 

continues, both for those who remain at risk of direct 

harm from the invaders and for those who have sought 

refuge in other countries.  However, there are refugees 

and asylum seekers from many other nations, including 

many who have sought refuge in the U.S.  All are equal 

in God’s eye and equally deserving of our support.  

Faith’s Love One Another Ministry of Justice and 

Inclusion (LOAM) has suggested that we still fly the 

Ukrainian flag and others from time to time.  Whether a 

flag is flying or not, we are still learning about and 

responding to needs in Maryland and beyond.  For over 

a year there has been a need to assist refugees and 

asylum seekers from Afghanistan and, more recently, 

from Ukraine, as well as others from Central and South 

America who have been bussed to this area by the 

Governors of Texas and Arizona.   

Over the last few months, the Faith Outreach Team has 

made financial contributions to Capitol Hill United Methodist Church and the BWC Migrant Crisis 

Donation Fund.  For more information about what the UMC is doing and ways to volunteer, go to 

Migrant Crisis Donations | Baltimore-Washington Conference UMC (bwcumc.org) and e-connection 

8|15|2022 (constantcontact.com).  

https://www.bwcumc.org/migrantcrisisdonations/
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/e-connection-8-15-2022.html?soid=1116130639892&aid=p6sRXZL1OrU
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/e-connection-8-15-2022.html?soid=1116130639892&aid=p6sRXZL1OrU
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

FAITH IS... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You! 

Members and friends of Faith UMC continue to work towards a better 

community while also creating beautiful music as part of our worship life. 

Inside or out, we are thankful for: 

• Stephen Czarkowski, who played cello, who coordinates our Christmas 

Eve and Easter musicians, and will help us resurrect our church concert 

series detailed elsewhere in this newsletter 

• Nancy Kuhn, who brought her singing to being liturgist during our 

hymn sing, and then prepared Bells of Faith for outdoor worship 

• Bells of Faith; David Cope; Megan Martin; Jane Rall; Nancy Skinner; Suzanne Smedberg and 

family and Andrew Spencer 

• And, a big thanks to our Organist, Yeri So. She sings, she plays organ, she plays bells, and she does 

all of our music leadership with grace, beauty and effectiveness. 

Covering our Basses 

Our Chancel Choir welcomes all who like to sing. We start September 8 with Thursday rehearsals, 8 

to 9:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall, and usually, we warm up at 9:30 a.m. Sundays before the 10 a.m. 

worship service. We are looking for basses in particular to help keep our ensemble balanced and 

beautiful.  If you or someone you know is interested in singing, contact me 

at  singingwu67@gmail.com. 

Bells, Too 

Nancy Kuhn is beginning Bells of Faith from 7 to 8 p.m. Thursday rehearsals in the Sanctuary after 

Labor Day. Let Nancy know if you are interested in ringing at nancykuhn@gmail.com. 

Young Singers of Faith Reboot 

And, as we emerge from the covid19 pandemic--knowing that the contagion is still with us, we would 

love to return to adding young singers to our worship life. We will rehearse after 10 a.m. worship 

Sundays starting September 11. We will coordinate when we sing during worship with participant 

family schedules in addition to overall church programs as we develop ways to have Faith youth 

contribute to worship leadership on a more regular basis.  At a children's chorus directors' conference 

in Atlanta before the pandemic, former CEO of American Choral Directors Association Tim Sharp 

reminded us all of what we who work with singing children have always known. "We have all heard 

the adage that children make beautiful music," Dr. Sharp said, "and our profession is a testament to 

the truth of it. But, more than that, music makes children beautiful." 

Continued on page 10 

mailto:singingwu67@gmail.com
mailto:nancykuhn@gmail.com?subject=Bells%20of%20Faith
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

FAITH IS... 

A Closing Thought 

In this time of divisiveness in our country's politics, where there are so many people clamoring about 

a lot of things--legitimate and otherwise, the most important thing we do when we strive to make 

music well is that we have to listen. We listen to tune, we listen to balance, we listen to hear what 

sounds we make and how they contribute to a greater whole. The call of church and our messages of 

Christian discipleship is also centered on listening for God's voice. May we find the work we must do 

to carry out God's will, and may we hone our ability to hear each other, the first step to being able to 

find common ground and heal our many rifts one with another. 

With great appreciation, 

Continued from page  9 

CONCERT FOR A CAUSE: STEPHEN CZARKOWSKI AND FRIENDS IN 
CONCERT AT FAITH  
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 AT 7:30 PM 

Stephen, in demand nationally as a cellist and orchestral conductor, brings an eclectic blend of jazz, 

popular and classical selections to Faith for a concert 7:30 p.m. Friday, September 30, in our 

Sanctuary. He will be joined by Sally McLain, professional violinist who has played at Faith in the past 

and teaches at the University of Maryland.  Neil Brown, trumpeter for the Apollo and Fairfax 

Symphony Orchestras, and is also a frequent guest musician at Faith.  

All proceeds from this program will be donated to the charitable program Kenya Educational Service 

Trips (KEST) school feeding programs, run by Faith UMC member Lloydie Zaiser. KEST supplies two 

meals a day for three schools in rural Kenya, feeding over 800 primary school children each year. 

Enjoy fabulous music while knowing your contribution will help malnourished children living in Kenya. 

http://www.k-e-s-t.com/wordpress1/


 

 

CONCERT FEATURING OUR  

ORGANIST, YERI! 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 AT 12:10 P.M. 
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As part of The Epiphany Tuesday 

Concert Series, Yeri So will be 

performing at the Church of the 

Epiphany in D.C.  She will be playing 

Bach, Max Reger and more.  Some of 

the Faith staff have heard her rehearse 

and report that the music is truly 

special!   

The Concert Series reaches out to the 

entire metropolitan Washington 

community every Tuesday at 12:10 

p.m. by offering free musical 

performances by world-class artists.   A 

beautiful and resonant acoustic space, 

an organ with 3,467 pipes, and a 9-foot 

Steinway grand piano provides 

audiences with a glorious experience! 

We invite you to attend Yeri’s 

performance on Tuesday, September 

27 at 12:10 p.m. at The Church of the 

Epiphany, 1317 G St. NW, Washington, 

D.C. 20005. The concert will also be 

recorded and available for viewing 

shortly after September 27 in case you 

are unable to attend in person. 

You are invited to join an 

informal discussion about 

racial and social justice issues 

on Sunday, September 18th at 

11:15 a.m. after worship. We 

will meet in person in one of 

the church’s rooms (TBD) 

with refreshments provided. 

We may also have an 

opportunity for folks who want to join on-line, but 

encourage as many of you as are able and comfortable 

to join us in person.  Pastor Laura introduced this 

initiative in the August Good News, and as she noted, 

we think these discussions are important “because as 

Christians who seek to include all of God's beloved and 

act toward God’s justice, we have to develop an 

understanding of and empathy for life journeys that may 

be unlike our own.” This is a safe place to talk and learn 

about historical and societal systems that may impact 

our views on racial and social justice issues, as well as 

exploring our own identity, experience and bias.  

We encourage everyone to review the following 

materials before the September session, but if you don’t 

have time, please still come. What really matters is that 

you show up to the conversations willing to listen, learn 

and grow. We hope you will feel moved to share your 

views on the issues discussed, but, regardless, we 

welcome everyone to attend. This is a no-judgment 

zone. If you have any questions, feel free to contact 

Jennifer Young at young.jennifer@gmail.com.  

Danielle Cadet, Your Black Colleagues May Look Like They Are 
Okay – Chances Are They Are Not (May 2020) 

Katy Waldman, A Sociologist Examines The “White Fragility” That 
Prevents White Americans From Confronting Racism, New Yorker 
(July 23, 2018) 

Megan Ming Francis, Let's get to the root of racial injustice, 
TEDTalks (March 21, 2016) 

Peggy McIntosh, Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack of White 

Privilege 

JUICE, JOE AND JUSTICE 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 AT 11:15 A.M. 

mailto:young.jennifer@gmail.com
https://www.refinery29.com/en-us/2020/05/9841376/black-trauma-george-floyd-dear-white-people?fbclid=IwAR36NpuvZYaL08MXUlJRRC6IxeBFO4Bbutzr04Osu06wjQigWMVY1wGxHwI
https://www.refinery29.com/en-us/2020/05/9841376/black-trauma-george-floyd-dear-white-people?fbclid=IwAR36NpuvZYaL08MXUlJRRC6IxeBFO4Bbutzr04Osu06wjQigWMVY1wGxHwI
https://www.newyorker.com/books/page-turner/a-sociologist-examines-the-white-fragility-that-prevents-white-americans-from-confronting-racism?fbclid=IwAR17xhTEel9Xu-RNDGYayXE8Im3A4BgSA9hXXFRbecBKQ1A9mqAciXVfHq0
https://www.newyorker.com/books/page-turner/a-sociologist-examines-the-white-fragility-that-prevents-white-americans-from-confronting-racism?fbclid=IwAR17xhTEel9Xu-RNDGYayXE8Im3A4BgSA9hXXFRbecBKQ1A9mqAciXVfHq0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-aCn72iXO9s
https://nationalseedproject.org/Key-SEED-Texts/white-privilege-unpacking-the-invisible-knapsack
https://nationalseedproject.org/Key-SEED-Texts/white-privilege-unpacking-the-invisible-knapsack
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Your Faith Foundation awarded funds in July to six local social service 

organizations who applied for grants.  The good news is that we have more 

money to give away and have decided to set up a Round 2.  

The application is for you to share with social service agencies of your 

choice in the local area.  Have your preferred charity complete the 

application here.  The deadline for hard copy submissions is October 15th. 

A member of Faith UMC needs to sponsor the organization.  

Below are the six non-profits that were given grants in the initial round. 

Home Care Partners     Rebuilding Together Montgomery County  

Mercy Health Clinic      Rainbow Place Shelter for Homeless Women 

Montgomery County Coalition for the Homeless Project Transformation, DC 

We wanted to give you more information on three of the Round 1 Grant Recipients. We will report on 

the remaining three in October. 

FAITH FOUNDATION ROUND 2 GRANTS STARTING SEPTEMBER 1ST 

Home Care Partners - Helps 

support aide services for low 

income seniors and adults 

with disabilities.  Their 

services allow clients to be 

home safely while deterring 

the need to transition to a 

long-term care facility. 

 

Mercy Health Clinic - Their 

mission is to provide essential 

healthcare for uninsured 

individuals. They provide 

office visits for healthcare, lab 

work,  health education 

and  pick up medications.   

Montgomery County Coalition 

for the Homeless - Our grant 

will support the needs of 

clients in the Creative Housing 

Initiative Program (CHIP). The 

client  funding helps 

supplement budgets for food, 

also providing resources, such 

as aging-related home 

modifications and accessories. 

FAITH FOUNDATION ROUND 1 RECIPIENTS 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vtxL9G0ThWzEQIfeINvO7KTKbwDKFCVc/view?usp=sharing
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Covenants recur throughout Scripture. A biblical 

covenant is a relationship based on mutual 

obligations, cemented by ritual. In contemporary 

Christianity, a covenant relationship is marked by 

partnership, commitment and 

mutuality as two groups work 

together toward a common 

goal. Covenants embody key 

concepts of mission theology. 

They reflect the connectional 

nature of United Methodist 

Church, which is characterized by mutual 

relationships as United Methodists commit to work 

together to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world. Covenant Partner 

Relationships draw upon these biblical and 

theological roots to provide an opportunity for 

missionaries and churches or individuals to support 

one another spiritually, emotionally, missionally 

and financially.  

In September, Faith UMC renews its commitment 

to two missionaries:  Nan McCurdy and Dr. Belinda 

Forbes.  Nan works with Give Ye Them to Eat, 

(GYTTE) in the countryside of the state of Puebla, 

Mexico. Short videos of Nan and the GYTTE 

Ministry are here. Belinda’s 

missionary placement is now 

at AMOS Health and Hope 

(Salud y Esperanza) in 

Nicaragua, where she trains 

community health workers in 

addition to providing dental 

care. To explore life in Nicaragua right from your 

home you can take a virtual mission trip here. 

By covenanting together, we and the missionary 

deepen our experience of God’s mission. Covenant 

relationships offer opportunities for us and the 

missionary to support one another through 

prayer and worship, in addition to financial support 

through our annual $5000 donation to UMC 

General Board of Global Ministries. 

FAITH UMC RENEWS COVENANTS WITH MISSIONARIES 

Continued on page 8 

MISSION UPDATE: DR. BELINDA FORBES 

Belinda’s missionary placement is now at AMOS Health and 

Hope (Salud y Esperanza) in Nicaragua. After onboarding, she 

began to participate as a volunteer in different areas of AMOS’s 

ministry including dental health talks, accompanying training 

sessions for community health workers, supporting AMOS’s grants 

and communications areas and attending weekly devotionals.  

Offering a dental health talk, Belinda uses the term “chintano,” a 

uniquely Nicaraguan word meaning to be missing one's upper 

front teeth, which then becomes the segue to further conversation 

about the stigma associated with tooth loss. Changing attitudes 

and human behavior and making health services available is part of 

AMOS’s primary health care model in urban and rural 

communities.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSuYUHxPVdvhcHKnQ396z7Q
https://www.amoshealth.org/get-involved/virtual-mission-trip/
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MISSION UPDATE: NAN MCCURDY 

 

Give Ye Them To Eat" (GYTTE) was founded in 1977 as a social 

outreach project of the Methodist Church of Mexico to combat 

hunger and poverty in the rural sector. The purpose of the "Give Ye 

Them to Eat" program (GYTTE) is to strengthen the capabilities of 

marginalized people and communities to meet their basic needs, and 

to determine and sustain a just and integrated development process. Participatory methods and 

development tools are used to create conditions in which change can take place from within the 

communities.  

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 

GYTTE health team has carried out 4 more 

workshops related to prevention of 

violence against women. In Tlancualpican, 

8 Health Promotors met to reflect on 

questions related to prevention of 

violence. The workshop was also given by 

zoom for those who couldn’t attend in-

person trainings.  

Both in a Methodist Church in Puebla and 

in El Divino Salvador Methodist church in 

the state of Tlaxcala, almost 45 Health 

Promotors from different churches met 

together to learn and share experiences 

about violence and how to prevent it.  

The Coordinators of the “More Than a 

Bandage” community-based preventive 

health program, Betzy Lopez and Panchita 

Perez spent seven days in the northern 

mountains of the state of Puebla. They 

trained Health Promoters and indigenous 

women in the communities about self-

esteem and prevention of violence against 

women.  They spent long hours on the 

road but experienced great participation 

at each training. Trainings occurred in 

people’s homes and in various Methodist 

churches.  

https://gytte.org/


 

WHAT WAS HAPPENING IN THE FAITH BUILDING THIS PAST SUMMER? 

Lots!  Did you know that we had recovery groups meeting at our building three nights a week, both cub 

scouts and girl scouts meeting monthly, and a Korean peace mission dance group practicing every 

Friday night?  Add to that two summer camps, various Mizo events, the use of our parking lot by the 

Old Farm Swim Club and a backpack drive for homeless families and you can see that Faith UMC truly 

embraces the community.  And of course, this doesn’t include the many activities of the church itself. 

This past summer the popular camp, Mad Science, encouraged elementary-aged children to learn about 

and create science experiments.  More than 190 children participated in this full day camp throughout 

six weeks in July and August.  Tiny Chefs held a summer camp that taught kids 6-12 years how to bake 

recipes from around the world.  For two weeks in June and July, they baked their goodies in our 

classrooms.  

In the beginning of August, Faith participated in the Interfaith Works back-to-school backpack and 

school supplies program. A special thank you to Carol Dismukes for organizing this outreach effort! 

Later in August, the Montgomery County Coalition for the Homeless launched their Back to School 

Backpack Drive in the Faith parking lot, organized backpacks for children spanning elementary to high 

school in our classrooms and on their final day, distributed the backpacks again using the parking lot.  A 

special thank you to  Gary Clark for helping them erect and take down the outdoor tent.  Over 200 

students from 160 families received backpacks and gift cards for shoes! 

CHURCH CONFERENCE 
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IN SEARCH OF A  

DIAPER CHANGING TABLE 

As we get ready to move back indoors 

for worship, our Family Room could 

greatly benefit by the addition of a 

changing table.  Do you have one that 

you no longer need?  Please reach out to 

the church office if you have one to 

donate.    

The charge conference is the connecting link between 

the local church and the general Church.  The Faith 

UMC Church Conference this year is scheduled for 

Saturday, October 8 from 12-1:30 p.m.  This meeting 

will be virtual and the Zoom credentials are below. We 

invite any church member who is interested to attend.  

Join Zoom Meeting: 

Church Conference Link: Saturday, Oct. 8, 12-1:30pm  

https://bwcumc.zoom.us/j/85298957001?pwd=VWlpNXRXbzRkbmVJMVF1UXE4TTRBdz09
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Sept. 2 Barbara Smith-Brady and Mark Brady 

Sept. 4 Bill and Janice Jones 

Sept. 8 Melody and Ray Manning 

Sept. 10 Gina and Phil Dawson 

Sept. 25 Bev and Walt Haass 

Bob and Jaime Hoffman 

Bill Moore and Susan Costlow 

Sept. 28 Pam and Ron Kessler 

Donna and  Roderick Wood 

Sept. 1 Sandra Isaacs 

Sept. 2 Edward Bruner 

Walt Haass 

Sept. 3 Nancy Kneisly 

Hunter Prillaman 

Nathan Prillaman 

Sept. 4 Mary Jane Wolcott 

Sept. 5 Joe Dipeppe 

Sept. 8 Thomas Haass 

Roberta Zapp 

September 

Anniversaries 

Birthdays 
Sept. 10 Kayden Henley 

Sept. 12 Larry Wolcott 

Sept. 13 Tim Evans 

Amelia Savell 

Sept. 15 Rachel Baptista 

Sept. 16 Andrea Marchesotti 

Sept. 17 Ann Tognetti 

Sept. 18 Phil Granum 

William Hahs 

Sept. 21 Sarah Rosenbaum 

Sept. 22 Susan Edgell 

Pastor Laura Norvell 

Sept. 23 Laura Hahs 

Sept. 24 Karlee Guthrie 

Sept. 26 Melody Manning 

Lyn Mullinax 

We have shared 

in Christian love 

and sympathy 

the passing of 

Faith UMC 

Charter member, 

Jim McCullough 

on August 13, 

2022 at the age of 94, He was interred 

in Faith’s Memorial Garden September 2 

with his first wife, Mildred McCullough, 

who passed away in 1989. We ask that 

you continue to remember his family and 

friends in your prayers. 

THE UPPER ROOM  

The Upper Room  

magazine's mission is to 

provide a practical way to 

listen to scripture, connect 

with believers around the 

world, and spend time with 

God each day. Pick up your 

free copy of the September/October issue 

at the welcome table on Sundays or at the 

church office foyer. 

IN CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY 


