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Faith United Methodist Church   
Faith is a member of the Reconciling Ministries Network 
6810 Montrose Rd. l Rockville, MD 20852   
301-881-1881 l office@faithworkshere.com l www.faithworkshere.com   

 

December 25, 2022 

Christmas Day 

 

WE GATHER 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND WELCOME 

Jane Rall, Liturgist 

Welcome to Faith United Methodist Church. [Introduce self….] 

• Faith will offer nursery care once again beginning Sunday, January 8th. A familiar and 

qualified nursery worker will return to provide care for infants and toddlers (birth–3 years 

old) during worship. We are asking for volunteers to serve in the Nursery alongside the 

nursery worker so that we can keep our kids safe and well.  Please refer to the bulletin for 

more information and take your turn holding the next generation at Faith.   

• Fellowship time is back! Beginning Sunday, January 8th, join us in the Fellowship Hall after 

worship for a time of friendship and connection. We need volunteers to signup to host 

Fellowship time. Please refer to Friday’s What’s Working at Faith for the link to sign up.  Any 

questions? Contact Sara Romeyn at sararomeyn@yahoo.com. 

• Beginning on Tuesday, January 10 at 7:30 p.m., Pastor Laura will lead a study for newcomers 

to Faith and others who want to revisit some of the basics of our Methodist tradition and 

what it means to decide to be a disciple of Jesus. This study will gather via ZOOM at 7:30 for 

75 minutes each Tuesday, beginning January 10. More information can be found in Friday’s 

What’s Working at Faith. 

 
Again, welcome. And Merry Christmas! 

We are a reconciling community within the United Methodist tradition, walking in the footsteps of 

Jesus, while inviting others who need a place to belong in community, become followers of Christ, and 

believe the Good News of the Gospel. As we are transformed, we are called to be love. 

Advent has ended and we are at the beginning of 12 days of Christmas. This year, we mark this change 

with white candles in our Advent wreath, now glowing with Christ’s light in the world.  

We continue to explore the story of Jesus that has been passed down from generation to generation. 

Like a tapestry woven through time, the Christmas story weaves us in - to remember how God has 

shown up in the past, to continue the work of liberating the oppressed, to behold the presence of God 

in flesh and bone. 

mailto:office@faithworkshere.com
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If you are a first-time visitor here at Faith or if you have been hanging around for months or decades, 

whether you are here in our sanctuary or joining us online, your presence with us is a gift as we walk 

through this special season together. 

Welcome to Faith. Let's find our place in God's big story. 

 

CENTERING 
Rev. Dr. Laura Norvell, Pastor 

Read as the light enters to the altar candles.  This is not printed or on screen. 
Like Mary, 
we believe in cherishing good news. 
Like the angels, 
we believe in singing God’s praise. 
Like the shepherds, 
we believe that God’s presence in our life is something worth talking about. 
Like generations before, 
we believe that God is with us. 
Like the generations to come, 
we believe that God is with us. 
God is here. God is love. 
We believe. Thanks be to God! 

 
PRELUDE 
Es Ist Ein Ros’ Entsprungen (Lo, How a Rose is Blooming), Op. 11 
Composer: Johannes Brahms, 1833-1897 

Dr. Michael Wu, Organist 

 
ADVENT WREATH CANDLE LIGHTING  
Jane Rall, Liturgist 

All Candles have become WHITE in wreath. 

Liturgist leads responsive reading while the whole wreath is lit, with the Christ candle LAST 

In days to come, the mountain of the Lord’s house 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

and shall be raised above the hills; 

ALL: all the nations shall stream to it. 

Many peoples shall come and say, 

ALL: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,  

to the house of the God of Jacob; 

that he may teach us his ways 

and that we may walk in his paths.” 
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For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 

and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

ALL: He shall judge between the nations, 

and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

and their spears into pruning hooks; 

ALL: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

neither shall they learn war any more. 

O house of Jacob, come, 

ALL: let us walk in the light of the Lord! 

 
*CAROLS 
Congregation 

Dr. Michael Wu, Organist 

 

WORD 

A Message for All Ages 
Rev. Dr. Laura Norvell 

The Christmas Guest 

 
Carol 

Niño Lindo (1996) 
Words: 9th century Latin; stanzas 1,3, 7ab The Hymnal, 1940; stanza 2 Henry Sloane Coffin, 1916;  

stanza 4, 7cd Laurence Hull Stookey, 1986 

Music: 15th century French; Arr. and Harmony: Thomas Helmore, 1854 

André Coleman, Tenor and Meg McCormick Martin, Alto 

Dr. Michael Wu, Organist 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Jane Rall, Liturgist 

God of manger straw and swaddle cloth, 

God of silent nights and joyfully-chaotic mornings, 

we long to know you. 

The hustle and bustle of this time of year can be more than distracting, 

so for a moment, we pray, 

still our busy hearts. 

Quiet our minds. 

Help us to sink deeply into this day. 

Help us to pause here, 
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to linger here 

as we hear your good news spoken over us. 

God, we long to know you, 

so speak to us now. 

With grateful hearts, we pray. 

With grateful hearts, we listen. 

Amen. 

 

PROCLAMATION AND REFLECTIONS 
Rev. Dr. Laura Norvell 

 

In the beginning was the Word, 

ALL: and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 

He was in the beginning with God. 

ALL: All things came into being through him, 

and without him not one thing came into being. 

What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.  

ALL: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it. 

There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the 

light, so that all might believe through him. 

ALL: He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

ALL: He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, 

yet the world did not know him. 

He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received 

him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of 

blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

ALL: And the Word became flesh and lived among us, 

and we have seen his glory, 

the glory as of a father’s only son, 

full of grace and truth. 
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WONDER 

ANTHEM 
Still, Still, Still (2006) 
Music: Austrian Carol; Arr.: Mack Wilberg, b. 1955 

Publisher: Oxford University Press 

André Coleman, Tenor and Meg McCormick Martin, Alto 

As insert below: 

Still, still, still, | The child's eyes softly close. | And Mary, breathless, draws him, weeping, | To her 

heart made pure for keeping. | Still, still, still, | His bright eyes softly close. || Sing, sing, sing, | He 

hears and sweetly smiles. | And kneeling, Joseph joins in chorus | With the angels bending o'er us, | 

Sing, sing, sing, | He hears and sweetly smiles. || Sleep, sleep, sleep, | He breathes a tender sigh, | For 

soon he'll wake from slumber, | Bringing life and endless wonder, | Sleep, sleep, sleep, | He breathes a 

tender sigh. || Sleep, Holy Jesus, sleep, sleep, sleep. 

 

INVITATION TO OFFERING 
Janice Harmon, Director of Care, Connection and Inter-Gen Nurture 

For the sake of those in need, 

for the care of the church in proclaiming Christ's birth, 

and for all that God calls us to do,  

let us gather our tithes and offerings in service, praise, and thanksgiving. 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Jane Rall, Liturgist 

These gifts, O God, are first from you, 

signs of your bounty meant for all your children. 

We joyously give you thanks for all that we have and are 

and ask your blessing on our offerings. 

Turn our lives to your will as we receive and as we give, 

for the sake of your Son, in whose name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

WHAT NOW? 

PASTORAL PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER  

Rev. Dr. Laura Norvell 

Our Father… 
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CAROL 

Congregation 

Dr. Michael Wu, Organist 

 
SENDING FORTH 
Rev. Dr. Laura Norvell, Pastor 

 
POSTLUDE 
Choral Fantasy on "In Dulci Jubilo" (Good Christian Friends, Rejoice), BWV 729  

Composer: Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750 

Dr. Michael Wu, Organist 

 
 
 
SERVING US TODAY 
Acolytes: William Hahs and Hannah Coppersmith 
Altar Guild for December: Alma Rines 
Audio Visual: Chuck Spencer and Jason Spriggs 
Chat Room Host: Mary Stark 
Liturgist: Jane Rall 
Welcome Team: Pam and Ronald Kessler 

 
ALTAR FLOWERS 
Please note that the 2023 schedule for altar flowers is now available in the Narthex. Sign your name 
next to your chosen date and complete the pink request form. Either drop the form in the Offering chest 
or send to the office. 

 
FAITH UMC STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Laura Norvell, Pastor 
André Coleman, Tenor Section Leader 
Janice Harmon, Director of Care, Connection and Inter-Gen Nurture 
Valerie Kunsman, Office Administrator 
Jan Spencer, Finance and Connections 
Yeri So, Organist 
Dr. Michael Wu, Music Director 
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